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Commissioner for Patents 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
2011 South Clark Place 
Customer Window, 

Crystal Plaza Two, Lobby, Room 1B03 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97(b), Applicants bring to the attention of the 
Examiner the documents listed on the attached PTO-1449. This Information Disclosure 
Statement is being filed within three months of the filing date of the above-referenced 
application. The listed documents were previously cited and provided in copending parent 
Application No. 10/013,661, filed on December 13, 2001, upon which Applicants rely for the 
benefits provided in 35 U.S.C. § 120. Thus, under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), copies of the listed 
documents are not required to be provided. 

Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner consider the listed documents and 
evidence that consideration by making appropriate notations on the attached PTO 1449 form. 
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This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better art exists 
and does not constitute an admission that the listed documents are material or constitute "Prior 
Art." If it should be determined that any of the listed documents do not constitute "Prior Art" 
under United States law, Applicants reserve the right to present to the Office the relevant facts 
and law regarding the appropriate status of such document. 

Applicants further reserve the right to take appropriate action to estabUsh the patentability 
of the disclosed invention over the Usted documents, should any of the documents be appUed 
against the claims of the present apphcation. 

If there is any fee due in connection with the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement, please charge the fee to our Deposit Account No. 50-0310. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MORGAN, LEWIS & BOCKIUS LLP 



Dated: January 20, 2004 




Reg. No. 39,887 

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP 
Customer No. 009629 

1111 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
Telephone: 202.739.3000 
Facsimile: 202.739.3001 
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PTO Form 1449 



Attorney Docket No. 
040879-5075-04 



Application No.: To Be Assigned 
(Continuation of Appln. No. 
10/013,661) 



Applicant: 



Stanford W. CRANE, Jr., et al 



Filing Date: January 20, 2004 



Group Art Unit: 2833 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



*Examiner 
Initial 




Document 
Number 


Date 


Name 


Class 


Sub 
Class 


Filing Date 






5,641,309 


06/24/1997 


Crane, Jr. 


439 


660 








5,637,019 


06/10/1997 


Crane, Jr. 


439 


677 








5,634,821 


06/1997 


Crane, Jr., et al 


439 


•660 








5,575,688 


11/19/1996 


Crane, Jr. 


439 


660 








5,478,260 


12/26/1995 


Kaufman et al. 


439 


609 








5,399,105 


03/21/1995 


Kaufman et al. 


439 


609 








5,364,292 


11/15/1994 


Bethurun 


439 


610 








5,307,242 


04/26/1994 


Seibold et al. 


361 


816 








5,137,467 


08/1 1/1992 


Arai 


439 


374 








4,274,700 


06/23/1981 


Keglewitsch et al. 


339 


192R 








4,202,593 


05/1980 


Abemethy, et al. 


439 


569 








3,601,770 


08/24/1971 


Bowley 


339 


125R 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 







Document 
Number 


Date 


Country 


Class 


Sub 
Class 


Translation 
YES NO 






0 749 182 


12/18/1996 


EPO 














29 617 239 


11/21/1996 


Germany 








X 






2 243 825 


03/14/1974 


Germany 








X 






88/04481 


06/16/1988 


PCT 











OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



Examiner 



Date Considered 



Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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